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§ 374.501 Applicability.
The regulations in this part apply to

incidental charter rights authorized
under 49 U.S.C. 13506 [49 U.S.C.
10932(c)]. These regulations do not
apply to interpreting authority con-
tained in a certificate to transport pas-
sengers in special and/or charter oper-
ations.

[54 FR 46619, Nov. 6, 1989. Redesignated at 61
FR 54709, Oct. 21, 1996, as amended at 62 FR
15423, Apr. 1, 1997]

§ 374.503 Authority.
Motor carriers transporting pas-

sengers, in interstate or foreign com-
merce, over regular routes authorized
in a certificate issued as a result of an
application filed before January 2, 1967,
may transport special or chartered par-
ties, in interstate or foreign commerce,
between any points and places in the
United States (including Alaska and
Hawaii). The term ‘‘special or char-
tered party’’ means a group of pas-
sengers who, with a common purpose
and under a single contract, and at a
fixed charge for the vehicle in accord-
ance with the carrier’s tariff, have ac-
quired the exclusive use of a passenger-
carrying motor vehicle to travel to-
gether as a group to a specified des-
tination or for a particular itinerary.

§ 374.505 Exceptions.
(a) Incidental charter rights do not

authorize the transportation of pas-
sengers to whom the carrier has sold
individual tickets or with whom the
carrier has made separate and indi-
vidual transportation arrangements.

(b) Service provided under incidental
charter rights may not be operated be-
tween the same points or over the same
route so frequently as to constitute a
regular-route service.

(c) Passenger transportation within
the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit District (as defined in the
Washington Metropolitan Area Trans-
portation Regulation Compact, Pub. L.
No. 86–794, 74 Stat. 1031 (1960), as
amended by Pub. L. No. 87–767, 76 Stat.
(1962) is not authorized by these regula-
tions, but is subject to the jurisdiction
and regulations of the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transportation
Commission.

(d) A private or public recipient of
governmental assistance (within the
meaning of 49 U.S.C. 13902(b)(8)) may
provide service under incidental char-
ter rights only for special or chartered
parties originating in the area in which
the private or public recipient provides
regularly scheduled mass transpor-
tation services under the specific quali-
fying certificate that confers its inci-
dental charter rights.

[54 FR 46619, Nov. 6, 1989. Redesignated at 61
FR 54709, Oct. 21, 1996, as amended at 62 FR
15423, Apr. 1, 1997]
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§ 375.1 Applicability and definitions.
(a) The regulations in this part are

applicable to the operations of motor
carriers engaged in the transportation
of household goods as defined in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section in interstate
or foreign commerce.

(b) Definitions. As used in this part:
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(1) Household Goods. The term
‘‘household goods’’ means personal ef-
fects and property used or to be used in
a dwelling when a part of the equip-
ment or supply of such dwelling and
such other similar property as the
Commission may provide by regula-
tion; except that this definition shall
not be construed to include property
moving from a factory or store except
such property as a householder has
purchased with intent to use in his
dwelling and which is transported at
the request of, and the transportation
charges paid to the carrier by the
householder. The regulations under
this part do not apply to the transpor-
tation of property transportable under
49 U.S.C. 10102(10) (B) and (C).

(2) Reasonable dispatch. The term
‘‘reasonable dispatch’’ means the per-
formance of transportation, excluding
transportation provided under tariff
provisions requiring guaranteed service
dates, on the dates or during the period
of time agreed upon by the carrier and
the shipper and shown on the Order For
Service/Bill of Lading, Provided, That
the defenses of force majeure as con-
strued by the courts shall not be denied
the carrier.

(3) Advertisement. The term ‘‘adver-
tisement’’ means any communication
to the public in connection with an
offer or sale of any interstate or for-
eign transportation service, but shall
not be construed to include a listing of
a carrier name, address, and telephone
number in a telephone directory or
similar publication.

(4) Certified Scales. As used in this
part, a certified scale is any scale de-
signed for weighing motor vehicles, in-
cluding trailers or semi-trailers not at-
tached to a tractor, and certified by an
authorized scale inspection and licens-
ing authority. A certified scale may
also be a platform or warehouse type
scale properly inspected and certified.

(5) Individual Shipper. As used in this
part, ‘‘individual shipper’’ refers to any
person who is the consignor or con-
signee of a household goods shipment
and is identified as such in the bill of
lading contract and owns the goods
being transported.

(6) Commercial Shipper. As used in this
part, ‘‘commercial shipper’’ refers to
(a) any person, excluding the federal

government, who is named as the con-
signor and/or consignee in a bill of lad-
ing contract who is not the owner of
the goods being transported but who
assumes the responsibility for payment
of the transportation and other tariff
charges for the account of the bene-
ficial owner of the goods, normally an
employee of the consignor and/or con-
signee; or, (b) a freight forwarder which
tenders a shipment to a carrier in fur-
therance of authorized or exempt
freight forwarder operations.

(7) Government Bill of Lading Shipper.
As used in this part, ‘‘government bill
of lading shipper’’ refers to any person
whose property is transported under
the terms and conditions of a govern-
ment bill of lading issued by any de-
partment or agency of the federal gov-
ernment to the carrier responsible for
the transportation of the shipment.

(8) Other terms. Where any other
terms used in the regulations in this
part are defined in 49 U.S.C. 10102, such
definitions shall be controlling. Where
terms are used in this part which are
neither defined herein nor in 49 U.S.C.
10102, they shall have the ordinary
practical meaning of such terms.

[46 FR 16218, Mar. 11, 1981; 46 FR 22594, Apr.
20, 1981]

§ 375.2 Information for shippers.
(a) Prior to the execution of an order

for service of a shipment of household
goods, as defined in § 375.1(b)(1), every
motor common carrier holding out to
perform the service shall cause to be
furnished to the prospective individual
shipper the following publications.

(1) Publication OCE–100, Your Rights
and Responsibilities When You Move.

(2) A concise, easy-to-read, accurate
summary of any dispute settlement
program in which the carrier partici-
pates, as provided in 49 U.S.C. 14708 and
approved by the Commission.

(3) A copy of Form OCE–101, Annual
Performance Report, most recently filed
with the Commission, as prescribed in
§ 375.18, if the carrier is required to
complete part B of that form.

(4) A written description of the cus-
tomer complaint and inquiry handling
procedures established and maintained
by the carrier. Included in this descrip-
tion shall be a telephone number which
the shipper may use to communicate
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